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Winter 2025 

Snow Accumulation on Structures 

This winter has resulted in significant amounts of snow fall in the Simcoe County Region.  
When this increased snow depth occurs, Building Division staff frequently receive calls from 
property owners regarding the amount of snow and ice buildup on the roofs of homes and 
cottages and other structures.  Most are concerned about how much snow a roof can 
withstand before it needs to be cleared of snow.   

There are many factors that are involved with trying to understand the amount of snow a 
structure can safely withstand.  This includes depth of snow, outdoor air temperatures, age of 
home, structure of roof, slope of roof, drift loading, type of roofing system/shingle, etc. Due to 
these differing factors, Building Division staff are not able to accurately identify the amount of 
snow a building can withstand.  The following are some things to consider when snow and ice 
is building up on your roof to help prevent failure or collapse.   

• If there is doubt in the ability for the roof to withstand the weight of snow and ice
accumulation, a good maintenance practice to remove snow should be implemented.

• Although some homeowners may feel capable of removing snow from their roof, there
are professionals that can provide this service for you. If you are going to have
someone remove the snow from your roof, it is important to ensure that the
Occupational Health & Safety Act is followed.

• After the roof has been cleared, be sure that walkways, entrances, decks and green
civic address signs are cleared. This will allow for safe travel in and out of buildings and
for Emergency services to respond if the need arises.

Helpful links 

Removing snow from roofs: get ahead of winter with a 10-step plan 
Alert: Snow loading and roof failures | ontario.ca 

Stay Safe! 

The Building Division Team 
building@oro-medonte.ca   

https://www.wsps.ca/resource-hub/working-at-heights/removing-snow-from-roofs-get-ahead-of-winter-with-a-10-step-plan?utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&utm_term=&utm_campaign=Dynamic%20Search%20Ads&hsa_acc=2531560427&hsa_cam=20380054237&hsa_grp=151748511495&hsa_ad=665973328286&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=dsa-2162724129485&hsa_kw=&hsa_mt=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1oD2lKC-iwMVokb_AR3-tyFHEAAYASAAEgIaJfD_BwE
https://www.ontario.ca/page/alert-snow-loading-and-roof-failures
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